physician to supervise the naturopathic doctor's ordering and interpretation of laboratory tests and diagnostic imaging studies. This bill would not allow naturopathic doctors to prescribe, dispense or administer any legend drugs, perform surgical procedures, or perform chiropractic or acupuncture procedures unless otherwise licensed to do so. This bill was referred to the House Committee on Health but was not heard by the Committee during the 2009 session of the General Assembly. The NCMS opposed this bill.
House Bill 333 -Licensure of Certified Professional Midwives -This bill was heard by the House Committee on Health, and would require the NC Midwifery Joint Committee to develop a proposal to begin licensing certified professional midwives in the state. The law would also have required the newly licensed midwives to carry liability insurance no matter where they practice. The bill was rolled into the Studies Act of 2009, HB 945 -Section XXI, meaning that a mechanism to allow this study to take place has been created. HB 945 was signed by the Governor and became Session Law on September 10, 2009. The Midwifery Joint Committee is studying this issue now in fulfillment of the study bill with the goal of offering recommendations in time for the short session. NCMS is in attendance at all of these meetings.
House Bill 1122 -Licensure of Colon Hydro Therapists -This bill would establish a board and licensing procedure for those who practice Colon Hydrotherapy without a medical license. The bill would have required a physician to sit on the seven-member NC Colon Hydrotherapy Licensing Board. The minimum education requirements for a licensed Colon Hydrotherapist would include a high school diploma or equivalent, 3 credit hours of anatomy and physiology coursework at a postsecondary school, and 100 credit hours of coursework approved by the International Association for Colon Hydrotherapy. Testing and continuing education would also be required under this act. HB 1122 would prohibit licensed colon hydrotherapists from dispensing or administering medication, providing advice regarding the use of medication, and would only allow the use of FDA approved equipment. This bill was assigned to the House Committee on Health in April, but was not heard by the committee as of the close of session in August 2009. The NCMS opposed this bill.
House Bill 842 -Consumer Health Freedom Act -Unlicensed practitioners of complementary and alternative health care have long sought to escape the rigors and limitations of professional licensure. Under the provisions of H842, unlicensed health providers of complementary and alternative health care services (broadly defined) would not be in violation of the Medical Practice Act. The person providing the services would be required to make disclosures to the "patient" before providing services. Certain services and conduct would still be prohibited without a license, including: performing surgery or any other procedure that harmfully punctures the skin of a person except finger pricking for screening purposes, prescribing or administering X-ray radiation, prescribing or administering a legend drug, a legend device, or controlled substance, performing a chiropractic adjustment of an articulation of the spine, performing massage therapy, except for a practice already exempt from massage therapy violations, providing to a person a diagnosis or treatment of a health condition and as a result of these services willfully causes that person recognizable and imminent risk of significant physical or mental harm, holding oneself out as a physician, surgeon, or medical doctor or representing that he or she is licensed, certified, or registered by this State to practice a health care profession.
